Two Souls. Two Nations. One Destination

When necessity became genius

In post-war Britain, fuel was expensive, roads were crowded and practicality mattered above everything else.
Faced with the consequences of the Suez Crisis, engineer Sir Alec Issigonis was given a seemingly impossible
brief.

Design the smallest possible family car.
His answer would become the Mini.
Every component was positioned with almost obsessive efficiency. The engine was turned sideways. The wheels

were pushed into the corners. Space was found where nobody imagined it existed.

It wasn't designed to be beautiful.
It became beautiful because it was brilliantly engineered.

Across the Mediterranean, Italy faced many of the same challenges.

The nation needed mobility.

Affordable mobility.

Engineer Dante Giacosa answered with the Fiat 500, a tiny automobile that would become every bit as symbolic of

Italy as the Vespa or the espresso.

Simple.

Affordable.

Full of character.

It wasn't merely transportation.

It represented optimism.

For thousands of Italian families, it offered something priceless.
Freedom.

Neither Issigonis nor Giacosa imagined they were creating legends.
They believed they were solving problems.

Then the enthusiasts arrived

The remarkable thing about icons is that they rarely remain exactly as their creators intended.
Someone always asks...

"What if?"

In England, that someone was John Cooper.

He looked at the practical little Mini and ignored everything sensible about it.

Instead, he imagined racing victories.

Bigger brakes.

More power.

Sharper handling.

Against every prediction, the Mini Cooper embarrassed cars with twice the horsepower and three times the price,

becoming one of the greatest success stories in motorsport history.

Italy, naturally, reached exactly the same conclusion.
Only louder.

Carlo Abarth had little interest in building ordinary cars.
He believed almost every automobile could be lighter.
Faster.

Noisier.

Much noisier. : :
Taking Giacosa's cheerful Fiat as his canvas, he transformed practicality into excitement, creating machines that

became legends on rally stages, racing circuits and mountain roads throughout Europe.
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If the British solution was brilliantly logical... ...the ltalian solution simply smiled, opened the throttle and
worried about the consequences later.

Perfect?

Not remotely.

The British occasionally demonstrated an optimistic interpretation of automotive electrics.

The ltalians sometimes appeared convinced that rust was simply another stage of manufacture.
Neither nation likes to dwell on these details.

Fortunately, neither do enthusiasts.

Because perfection has never made people fall in love.

Character does.

Factories build cars.

Passion creates legends.
Neither the Mini nor the Abarth became icons because of clever advertising campaigns.
Their reputations were earned in small workshops, independent garages and forgotten barns where generations of

mechanics, rally drivers and passionate owners refused to accept that "good enough" was ever good enough.

Engines were rebuilt.

Suspensions improved.

Carburettors adjusted.

Exhausts liberated from unnecessary restraint.
Every generation added something.

The engineers created extraordinary automobiles.
The enthusiasts gave them souls.

Two nations.

Two philosophies. One destination.

The Mini Cooper and the Abarth could hardly be more different.

One reflects British ingenuity, where every millimetre serves a purpose.

The other embodies Italian emotion, where engineering exists not only to solve problems but also to stir the heart.
Yet both arrive at precisely the same destination.

They make people smile before the engine has even started.

Perhaps that explains why, more than sixty years after their creators first put pencil to paper, both remain among

the most admired small cars ever built.

Not because they were perfect.
Because they were unforgettable.

Experience the Story

Today, the Mini Cooper 40th Edition and the Abarth 695 C Rivale continue that remarkable journey.
One celebrates the enduring genius of British engineering.

The other captures the elegance and passion of Italian craftsmanship.

Each tells a different story.

Each possesses a distinct personality.

Yet both share the same rare quality.

They have a soul.

Both are available to experience through Prestige Rent a Car
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